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	WHAT IS THE ROSEATE TERN?


The roseate tern is one of the UK’s rarest seabirds.  It migrates from West Africa where is spends the inter, arriving in the UK in late summer.

	Where IS IT found in the uk?


The roseate tern breeds in only a few localities in the UK.  The most important roseate tern colonies are now within nature reserves.  In Europe its main breeding stronghold is in the Azores, in Portugal.  Apart from this, it breeds only very locally in Britain, Ireland and France.
	Why IS THE ROSEATE TERN of 

	conservation importance?


The roseate tern has declined dramatically in the UK during this century (by over 50% in the last 25 years), with less than 100 pairs being estimated in 1993.  The most recent published data suggests no more than 85 pairs at 15 sites.  However most, if not all, of the decline in UK breeding numbers is due to a change in distribution, since many of the birds have moved to a colony in the Irish Republic, which has shown a corresponding increase in numbers. In fact the overall north-west European population has increased in recent years.
	the roseate tern in the durham area


	HOW HEALTHY ARE THE LOCAL POPULATIONS OF THE roseate tern?


The roseate tern is traditionally a scarce passage migrant to parts of the coast in late summer and early autumn, i.e. usually from late July through to early August.  Sightings of the bird passing through increased in the early 1990s and June 1993 saw two reports of birds in the area.  This was followed by the colonisation of the Durham area by this species, breeding first being confirmed in 1995, when two pairs successfully reared young. Developments since then suggest that there is a small population in the Durham Area, not numbering more than four pairs, at one location.
	HOW MUCH DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE roseate tern in the Durham Area ?


Aside from small scale monitoring of the single colony in the area by Durham Bird Club, there has been no concerted action.  Some ringing and monitoring data is available for this colony but it has not been made fully available to the relevant colonies.
	WHERE HAS IT BEEN FOUND IN THE DURHAM AREA?


The roseate tern has been seen passing through on migration at coastal locations in the north-east of the Durham area (South Tyneside and Sunderland) and the one known breeding site occurs in this area.
	THE roseate tern IS AT RISK FROM:


Predation at their wintering quarters and stop-over locations off west Africa.
Predation of young by rats, foxes, gulls ad crows at certain key breeding sites in the UK.

Disturbance by humans.  This is a major threat to the one site in the Durham area.  If the site becomes accessible to the general public roseate terns are unlikely to continue breeding.

	THE roseate tern BENEFITS FROM:


Undisturbed sheltered sites for nesting. The main benefit to this bird is to reduce disturbance.  Roseate tern colonies are usually on offshore islands, which are undisturbed.  The nest site is usually sheltered and is often overhung by rock or vegetation.  The bird usually nests in a pile of stones, in nest boxes or in amongst bushes. The provision of artificial nest sites such as under boxes or planks has been shown to be successful, to reduce disturbance and predation of nests.  Sites can also be improved by providing thicker vegetation cover.
The presence of other tern species.  Roseate terns nest with other terns, usually common terns but also arctic terns.

The availability of small fish, especially sand eels, to feed upon.  The roseate tern will steal food from other tern species.




	Roseate tern



	Important habitats for  the roseate tern

	Coastal habitats 
	*

	Intertidal habitats and saltmarsh (coastal waste ground with limited vegetation and the presence of other tern species).
	*

	OTHER species ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE roseate tern


	Rock pipit
	**

	Purple sandpiper
	*

	Sanderling
	*


N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 1999. 
	the roseate tern and the law:


The roseate tern is listed in the EC Birds Directive and under Appendix II of the Bern Convention.  This bird is protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981).  Schedule I prohibits disturbance and interference with its nest, eggs or dependent young.  More detailed information can be obtained form the contact listed below.
	FOR FURTHER INFORMATION


	GUIDE TO ABBREVIATIONS USED IN ACTIONS CHART OVERLEAF:



	BTO
	British Trust for Ornithology

	DBC
	Durham Bird Club

	DWT
	Durham Wildlife Trust

	EN
	English Nature

	LAs
	Local Authorities

	LA21
	Local Agenda 21

	RSPB
	Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
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	CONTACTS


Durham Bird Club

English Nature

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE roseate tern IN the DURHAM AREA:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Maintain current range and population above present level.
	ONGOING

	Target 2
	Increase the numbers of the roseate tern at the one known colony as part of an expansion of the species’ national population.
	2008

	Target 3
	More accurately monitor the status of the roseate tern in Durham.
	ONGOING

	Target 4
	Protect the breeding site from development and disturbance .
	ONGOING

	Target 5
	Improve the management of the breeding colony for the species.
	2003





	ROSEATE TERN ACTIONS



	ACTION


	DATE
	POSSIBLE PARTNERS


	MEETS 

	POLICY AND LEGISLATION

	
	
	

	1. Discourage the disturbance or development of any known breeding sites.  Liaise with planning authorities and landowners. 
	2000
	DBC, EN, LAs, Site owners
	1,4

	2. Highlight the importance of any known breeding sites in strategic planning documents such as Unitary Development Plans.
	2003


	LAs
	1,2,4

	SPECIES MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION

	
	
	

	None.
	
	
	

	SITE MANAGEMENT

	
	
	

	3. Protect known breeding sites of the roseate tern through designation as SSSIs or second tier Wildlife Sites.
	2000
	DWT, EN, LAs
	1,2,4

	4. Better manage the currently known breeding colony by providing next boxes and controlling vegetation as necessary.
	2008
	DBC, LAs, Site owners
	1,2,5

	RESEARCH AND MONITORING


	
	
	

	5. Monitor and document the status of the roseate tern through the work of Durham Bird Club and through ringing data..
	ONGOING
	BTO, DBC, Local specialists
	3

	ADVISORY


	
	
	

	6. Advise landowners and managers about the habitat requirements of roseate terns and promote beneficial management practices.
	2003
	DBC, DWT, EN, LAs, RSPB
	1,2,4,5

	COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICITY

	
	
	

	7. Publicise the importance of the roseate tern.
	2003
	DBC, DWT, EN, LA21, RSPB
	ALL


Roseate Tern





Sterna dougallii








STATUS	On the Middle List of the UK Steering Group Report.  Protected under the European Bird Directive.  Protected under the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act (as amended).


	Listed in the relevant national Red Data Book.  Possibly declining.




















